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Droughts are the most deadly 

and costly natural disasters in 

Southern Africa

Problem of DroughtSouthern Africa



Droughts are 

costly and 

deadly

Cyclical droughts 

are 

exacerbated by 

climate change, 

and their 

frequency and 

intensity are 

increasing

SADC economies 

are vulnerable

SADC economies are 

highly dependent on 

natural resources. 

Drought cause 

ecosystem 

degradation and 

food insecurity

Droughts are 

felt across 

borders

Meteorological, 

hydrological and 

agricultural 

droughts affect 

landscapes 

beyond national 

borders

Impacts are felt 

across the 

economy

Cities run out of 

water; power 

generation 

declines; and, 

rural livelihoods 

collapse, causing 

widespread food 

insecurity

Action must be 

regional & 

cross-sectoral

The drought 

challenge 

requires a 

response that is 

regional and 

integrated across 

sectors

Drought: An entry point for building broader resilience Rationale



Using Integrated Drought Risk Management as 

a guiding framework

Drought Monitoring 

and Early Warning 

Systems

Drought Vulnerability 

and Risk Assessment

Drought Preparedness, 

Mitigation, and 

Response

The Three Key Elements of Integrated Drought Risk Management

Approach

Reference: IDMP WMO/GWP



1. City Drought Resilience Toolkit 

for TTLs 

2. Regional Guidance notes for 

water systems to reduce 

exposure and increase 

resilience to drought

Pillar 1: 

Cities

Pillar 3: 

Livelihoods & Food Security

1. Dam Operation Optimization for 

the Zambezi Hydropower 

Cascade 

2. SAPP Drought Sensitivity 

Assessment and Adaptation 

Strategy 

3. SAPP Drought Resilience Action 

Plan

Pillar 2: 

Energy Systems

Umbrella Program 

2. Knowledge Hub on Drought Resilience 

• Capture existing content/info through an internal platform.

• Stakeholder and Knowledge events to raise awareness, 

foster collaboration, and generate demand

1. Stocktaking and Needs Assessment at the 

national and regional level

SADRI

1. Development of agri-food value chain 

solutions for drought risks 

2. Review of strategic food reserves 

policies

3. Operationalizing drought resilient 

contingency components/mechanisms 

4. Integrated Water Resource 

Management Strategy for resilient 

livelihoods, food security, and 

agriculture



Drought Resilience Profiles



Drought Resilience Profiles



Drought Resilience Profiles Website

https://geowb.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=cb0fc8aa450f4b35a018f7e0115867be


Key messages

• Power of partnerships to realize joint/shared/regional initiatives

• Inter-institutional and inter-sectoral coordination, the strengthening of country capacity in 

vulnerability and impact assessments

• Drought Profiles as a starting point – to scale up an operational drought monitor and 

early warning system

• Opportunities to develop clear priorities for regional and country investments to boost 

drought resilience

• Links to mega-projects (AICCRA, OneCGIAR, Africa WASA)



Thank you


