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BACKGROUND

Freshwater ecosystems (FE) are under most pressure. The resilience of human systems to drought
Is iInextricably intertwined with the health of ecosystems. Thus, drought management has to ensure
that drought events do not jeopardise the sustainability of ecosystems in general and freshwater
ones in particular.

METHODS RESULTS
Systematic review of Case study distribution and administrative level of analysis
drought risk

instruments in 26 case e
studies worldwide.
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KEY POLICY MESSAGES

» Drought management instruments are water-quantity centred. Effects on groundwater,
water quality and aquatic habitats should be more explicitly considered when addressing
drought impacts on freshwater ecosystems.

« Analytical methodologies to systematically assess the drought exposure and
vulnerability of freshwater ecosystems should be implemented to advance towards risk-
based approaches.

« Recognize the human influence when understanding and addressing drought impacts on
freshwater ecosystems, as well as the influence of drought duration, frequency and
timing on the severity of drought on freshwater ecosystems.
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