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Many faces of droughts

Different types of droughts result in 
different impacts on ecosystem function 

and services and require different actions 
formulated in a drought management plan 
to enhance drought resilience on the local 

to trans-national level.

Different types of droughts may coincide, overlap or 
come in series – thus requiring different timings of 

actions. Long dry periods followed by heavy 
rainstorm may cause severe surface water quality 

deterioration. 
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Drought risk management plans need to take 
into account a wide set of indicators to 

describe different impacts, to enable early 
warning and successful mitigation of very 

different drought types.
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Impact in rural areas Impact in urban areas

Drought impacts climate-adaptation 
measures such as green infrastructure for 
stormwater & pollution control, and the 

cooling of cities. It is essential to implement 
drought adaptation measures such as 
rainwater harvesting so that they fully 

function.
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