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Drought and Help Roadmap 

Partnership between National Integrated 

Drought Information System (NIDIS) and 

University of Nebraska Medical Center 

(UNMC)

Culmination of public health engagement 

efforts from 2019-2022

Purpose: Inform and direct future efforts and 

investments in drought and public health



National Drought and 
Health Strategic Roadmap 

Two-Fold Purpose

• Assess needs and gaps 

• Convene stakeholders

Approach

• National Drought and Health Summit 

• 5 Regional Drought and Health 
Workshops 

• 16 Health Department Interviews 



Tools and Resources for Drought and Health

Partnership and Collaboration

Communication and Outreach

Interdisciplinary Research and 
Applications

Planning and Preparedness



Partnership and Collaboration 

Build community of 
practice

Expand public health 
representation at 
drought-related 
meetings

Increase adoption of 
early warning systems

Incorporate drought 
into vulnerability and 
Community Health 
Needs Assessments 
(CHNAs)



Communication and Outreach

Develop impact-based 
communication 
resources

Tailor communication 
tools for vulnerable 
populations

Increase drought and 
health resources for 
health departments

Utilize federal agency 
websites to share 
resources



Interdisciplinary Research and Application

Improve 
understanding of 
drought indicators

Conduct a 
comprehensive 
review of past 
drought events

Improve 
understanding of how 
drought impacts 
private wells

Address barriers to 
data access



Planning and Preparedness

Incorporate health 
impacts into drought 
vulnerability 
assessments

Utilize tabletop 
exercises for drought 
events

Engage with tribal 
nations

Create sample 
drought and health 
questions for 
community health 
needs assessments



Outcomes



Drought and Health Messaging Framework



Summary

NOAA’s National Integrated Drought Information System (NIDIS) 
supported the first comprehensive assessment of drought and 
health. 

Intended Outcomes of Roadmap:
• Strengthen the linkages between drought and public health communities to identify 

opportunities for NIDIS to engage in drought-health partnerships and alliances 

• Continue to grow and coordinate a team of national and regional drought and health 
partners 

• Develop regional public health partnerships through NIDIS’s regional Drought Early 
Warning Systems (DEWS) to help inform the creation of communication tools and 
efforts on drought impacts 



Thank you!
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