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Drought Challenges & Opportunities at the Global level

The Age of Resilience 
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Opening
Evaluation Criteria 
4 Options Presentation 
Discussions

21. 
June

Discussions
IDRA Presentation

Conclusion and way forward

22.
June

DROUGHT NEWS: 
FROM AROUND THE WORLD (2023)
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2020–2023
Horn of Africa Drought
2022–2023
Niger Drought
2018–2022
Southern African Drought
2018–2023
Madagascar Drought

2022–2023
Uruguay/Brazil Drought

2018–2022
Europe & 
Mediterranen Drought

2020–2021 North American Drought

2021
Kazakhstan Drought
2021
India Drought
2021-2022
China Drought 
2021-2023
Afghanistan Drought 

2018-2019
Drought in Australia

RECENT DROUGHT HOT SPOTS
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DROUGHT AT A GLANCE
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Past drought management efforts have been reactive (costly, untimely, ineffective & poorly coordinated).

Impacts are increasing and becoming increasingly complex across sectors, demonstrating increasing 

vulnerabilities…yet, 

Climate change is and will continue to alter the frequency, severity and duration of droughts for many regions  
 -> increasing costs and reducing recovery times.

Drought relief doesn’t promote self-reliance,  promotes greater reliance on government and donors, increases 

vulnerability

Eligibility for drought relief—adopters of appropriate management practices ineligible

Shifting the paradigm to risk management, redirects resources to preparedness and 
mitigation measures aimed at risk reduction
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T

Source: Bruentrüp and Tsegai (2017)

SHIFTING THE PARADIGM:
FROM REACTIVE TO PROACTIVE APPROACHES
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DROUGHT PROBLEM - COMPLEX
 WHAT ARE THE PROBLEMS OF EFFECTIVE DROUGHT MANAGEMENT?

Drought management 

Vulnerability 

assessment were not

accurate 

Early warning not effective; 

EW is not early action National Drought Policies

were not effective Financial resources 

were not sufficient

Insufficient target group

differentiation

Limited capacities for

comprehensive

assessments

Political will

Deficient institutional coordination

Knowledge Gap Insufficient means/resources

Insufficient real-time data 

and prognostics

Inadequate indicators

Reactive and crisis driven Investment gap

Insufficient global solidarity 
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Weak Gender mainstreaming

Awareness on

Economics of  Drought Preparedness 
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• High-level Meeting on National Drought 
Policy (HMNDP) (Geneva)

• Integrated Drought Management 
Programme (WMO/GWP)

• Capacity Development on National 
Drought Policies (UN-Water)

2013 2015 2017 2019 2022 20242016

• Sendai Framework for 
Disaster Risk Reduction 
(2015-2030)

• Paris Agreement 
(UNFCCC COP 21)

• SDG Goal 15.3 (LDN)

Africa Drought 
Conference (Namibia)

• COP 13 establishes Drought Initiative 

• COP 13 adopts a strategic objective on 
drought 

• LAC Drought Conference (Bolivia)         

COP 14 establishes IWG on 
Drought (2020-2021)

COP 15 renews 
IWG (2022-

2024)

HMNDP + 10 

COP16
02-13 Dec.
 S. Arabia 

 

KEY MILESTONES: 
Global Drought Initiatives 
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CRIC 21Reg. workshops

2023



The International Drought Resilience Alliance (IDRA)

A collaborative platform which aims to catalyze political momentum 

& action that supports countries, cities, & communities. 

To generate political momentum to make drought resilience a priority 

to be mainstreamed in national development and cooperation policies

To catalyze the consolidation of regional initiatives/programs that 

facilitate action, innovation, technology & knowledge transfer & 

resource mobilization.

To promote full engagement of stakeholders, incl. the private sector.

To facilitate knowledge sharing & networking to increase synergistic 

impacts of stakeholders dealing  with drought resilience.

To mobilize resources to enhance drought resilience in countries, 

cities, and communities.

Spearheaded by governments of Spain and Senegal & launched in Sharm El Sheikh during COP 27 



World leaders recognize the need for urgent action



IDRA Members

38 Countries 28 Entities

IDRA Members



Four Pillars for Drought Resilience Action



https://www.droughtglobal.org/

https://idralliance.global/

https://www.droughtglobal.org/
https://idralliance.global/
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source: IPCC XI 
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HEATING PLANET
Annual mean temperature change relative to 1850-1900

By 2050, droughts may affect an estimated three in four of the world’s population.



Projected changes in the likelihood of an extreme single-year 
agricultural (soil moisture) drought event, with extreme drought 
defined as the driest 10% of years from 1995 to 2014. 

source: IPCC Sixth Assessment Report
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TWO SCENARIOS 1.5°C  VS  4°C 
Changes in likelihood of extreme agricultural (soil moisture) drought years



PATHWAYS TO IMPACT - Required Ingredients

DROUGHT SOLUTIONS at a GLANCE:

❖Monitoring, forecasting and early warning needs to be enhanced.

❖Holistic (also gender responsive) National Drought Plans need to be put in place. 

❖Understanding of the benefits of action vs. the costs of inaction needs to be fostered.

❖Political will and leadership!

❖Initial investment in building greater institutional capacity.

❖Collaborative environment: supports and encourages coordination within and between 
levels of government/private sector

❖Engagement w/Stakeholders, Research community & Media and extension/outreach

❖Global cooperation & collaboration

❖Coordination across sectors and regions needs to be strengthened for proactive drought 
management interventions.
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Thank you!

Dr. Daniel Tsegai

Programme Officer, 

Global Policy, Advocacy & Regional Cooperation

United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)

Email: dtsegai@unccd.int

mailto:secretariat@unccd.int
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