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Principle 1
Agency Collaboration

“Joined Up
Government”



Scientific 
collaboration

Public participation

Principle 2
Agencies Must 

Mobilize
Whole of Society

Social inclusion

Local government

Education and risk 
communication

Open information



Principle 3 
Hydro-Climatic Spectrum





Programs for Disaster Response and Recovery 
Immediate Imperative



Programs for Controlling Land and Water Use:
Reduce Exposure and Vulnerability



Programs for Investing in Green and Grey Infrastructure:
Reduce  Hazards



Programs for Planning at Multiple Nested Levels:
Smart Investments and Land& Water Control



Enabling Policies, Laws and Information:
Enhances Every Level





The EPIC
Response
Full Program List



EPIC Response Process is Evolutionary

Nascent Engaged Capable Effective

No legal 
framework or 
formal program. 
Ad hoc
approach.

Legal 
framework 
authorizes the 
program, but 
program not yet 
operational

Program is 
operational but 
still in early 
stages of 
implementation

Legal 
framework has 
been refined 
based upon 
experience, 
with mature 
program 
implementation



1: Nascent
2: Engaged
3: Capable
4: Effective

Assessing Governance Using EPIC Response



EPIC Response Core Principles

• Joined Up Government Response

• Whole-of-Society Effort

• Manage Floods and Droughts 
Together
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