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FAO’S ACTIONS 

• Awareness creation;  

• The development of 

guidelines;  

• Capacity development; 

• The provision of direct 

support to countries;  

• Building partnerships. 
 



THE GLOBAL FRAMEWORK ON WATER SCARCITY 
IN AGRICULTURE  

(WASAG) 
 



WASAG BACKGROUND 
GOVERNANCE 

• More than 60 Partners (from 20 different countries) 

• A functional Steering Committee (14 members) 

• Guided by the: 

o Rome Statement (2017) 

o Terms of Reference (2017/2018) 

o Praia Commitments (2019)  

• Hosted by FAO - WASAG Support Team (Secretariat) 

 

 



WASAG BACKGROUND 

 
 

 
VISION 

To support measurable, significant and sustainable progress on improving 

and adapting agricultural systems in conditions of increasing water 

scarcity and a changing climate, using the combined expertise and 

resources of the Partners 

MISSION 

A world whose food systems are secure and resilient to increasing water 

scarcity in a changing climate 

Ø Rome Statement (20 April 2017) 



WASAG WORKING GROUPS 
 

Six working groups established since August 2017 focusing the work 
of WASAG on emerging issues: 

 
• Water and Migration (GWP, IWMI) 
• Drought Preparedness (UNCCD, WMO, GWP, IDMP, DWFI) 
• Financing Mechanisms  (World Bank, Climate KIC, IFAD) 
• Water and Nutrition (IFPRI, SIWI, IFAD) 
• Sustainable Agriculture Water Use  (IWMI, IFPRI, ICID, IFAD) 
• Saline Agriculture (ICBA, Iran) 



WORKING GROUP ON DROUGHT PREPAREDNESS 

Endorsed by UNCCD COP13, September 2017, Ordos, China 

“The ICCD/COP(13)/L.20 
invites the parties to 
“Consider utilizing the 
Global Framework on Water 
Scarcity in Agriculture 
initiative as a knowledge-
sharing partnership to help 
countries develop their 
drought preparedness 
plans”. 





PRAIA COMMITMENTS (MARCH 2019) 

 
 

7. Support the 
institutionalization of a pro-
active and risk-based approach 
to drought preparedness. 

14. Integrate climate-smart 
agriculture and innovative 
farming systems adopting 
sustainable management 
practices and proper 
drought/salt tolerant crops, 
including in marginal areas, to 
enhance food and nutrition 
security. 



FAO AND DROUGHT 
 



COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE 
Support countries in the preparation and 

implementation of proactive drought 

management approach. 

It is essential for countries to: 

• be proactive (rather than reactive); 

• be coordinated at regional leve (in addition 

to the country level actions); 

• holistic and multi-sectoral (rather than silos) 

• treat drought as a ‘constant risk’ (rather than 

a ‘crisis’). 



ADVOCATE FOR A 
PARADIGM SHIFT 

 
A paradigm shift: from reactive to 
proactive drought management. 
 
Focus: 
Predict, plan and prepare for drought 
before it becomes famine.  
 
Milestones: 
• The biannual international 

seminars on Drought and 
Agriculture (2017, 2019);  

• Support to the UNCCD Drought 
Initiative. 

 
 



FAO DROUGHT 
PLATFORM 
 

Development of a Portal to 

organize, search and access all 

FAO work, tools and 

experiences in the fight against 

drought. 
 

 
 

 

 



CONTRIBUTION TO 
THE UNCCD TOOLBOX 
 
The Drought Toolbox, 
developed by UNCCD in 
partnership with WMO, GWP, 
FAO, UNEP-DHI and National 
Drought Mitigation Centre at 
the University of Nebraska, is 
part of the broader UNCCD 
Drought Initiative adopted at 
the COP13 in Ordos, China. 
 



KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTS 
 

FAO White Paper on Drought, to be launched at 

UNCCD COP 14 in India, September 2019 

 

Drought impact and vulnerability assessment – A 

rapid review of practices and policy 

recommendations 



PROVISION OF DIRECT SUPPORT 
TO COUNTRIES 
Preparation of drought management strategy: 

 

Afghanistan 

Bolivia 

Pakistan 



PROSPECTS FOR COLLABORATIO 

• Development of knowledge products along the line of the one reviewing 

practices and action for Pillar II – Normative work of FAO 

• Joint capacity building exercises – Coming from project/initiatives, calling 

for resource persons/joint preparation 

• Direct support to countries (drought management strategies preparation – 

calling for resource persons/point preparation  
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 THANK YOU 
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