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 IDMP CEE since 2013  

• Improve drought monitoring / early warning system 

• Unification of drought risk and impact assessments 

• Built capacities to monitor, forecast, evaluate and respond, use/communicate 

• Integrate drought resilience into decision-making processes 

DriDanube - Drought Risk in the Danube Region 
22 partners from 10 Danube countries  
January 2017 – September 2019 
More information on: www.interreg-danube.eu/dridanube 

 FramWat - Framework for improving water balance and nutrient 
mitigation by applying small water retention measures 

11 partners from 6 CEE countries  
July 2017 – July 2020 
More information on: www.interreg-central.eu/FramWat  

http://www.interreg-danube.eu/dridanube
http://www.interreg-danube.eu/dridanube
http://www.interreg-danube.eu/dridanube
http://www.interreg-central.eu/FramWat
http://www.interreg-central.eu/FramWat
http://www.interreg-central.eu/FramWat
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Highlights 2018-2019 PILLAR 1 – MONITORING & EARLY WARNING 

• Online tool for more accurate and efficient drought 
monitoring and early warning for the Danube region 

• A set of Earth Observation data, processed into 
ready-to-use drought information available to 
general public online 

www.droughtwatch.eu 

Drought Watch – What is? 

Online tutorial 

PLANS:  

• Futher development (integration of national monitoring; 
include other countries,) 

• Sustainability (DriDanube project finish in September 
2019; DMCSEE) 

http://www.droughtwatch.eu/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=85tsBl6-8yM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=85tsBl6-8yM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=85tsBl6-8yM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=85tsBl6-8yM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=85tsBl6-8yM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=85tsBl6-8yM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=85tsBl6-8yM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=85tsBl6-8yM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=85tsBl6-8yM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2MC5goO17H8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2MC5goO17H8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2MC5goO17H8&feature=youtu.be
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Highlights 2018-2019 PILLAR 2 – VULNERABILITY & IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

National Reporting Networks for agriculture sector 

• more than 1000 reporters (farmers, agriculture and forestry 
experts) across 10 Danube countries reporting impacts on weekly 
basis 

• drought impact maps are a weekly operational product in Drought 
Watch 

 

Future focus: How to enlarge the network and make it 
sustainable?  
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Highlights 2018-2019 PILLAR 2 – VULNERABILITY & IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

Historical drought impacts collection (1981 – 
2016) in Danube Region  

• repository of drought event impacts (article) 
across the Danube catchment countries 
between 1981 and 2016 

European Drought 
Impact Inventory  

Drought risk maps 
• a unified drought risk assessment comparable 

among countries of the Danube region 

• integrated into Drought Watch 

Drought Risk - 
yield loss  
Colour-code drought 
risk map for estimated 
maize yield loss upon 
20 % drought 
probability level. 

Drought Risk - 
climatology 
Expected length of 
longest rainless period 
during vegetation 
season having a 5 year 
return period. 

http://www.interreg-danube.eu/news-and-events/project-news/4306


IDMP Advisory and Management Committee 2019 www.gwpcee.org  
 

August 2019 6/13 

Highlights 2018-2019 PILLAR 3 – MITIGATION, PREPAREDNESS, RESPONSE 

Drought Strategy for Danube Region 

• a framework for improved drought management in the Danube region 

• Optimal Drought Management Model organizes already existing legislation and 
institutions in an optimal way of cooperating and reacting at different stages of drought 
development 

• compiled together with stakeholders at 30 national seminars and trainings and 2 
international conferences 
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Highlights 2018-2019 PILLAR 3 – MITIGATION, PREPAREDNESS, RESPONSE 

• FroGIS (LINK) – Online tool for identifying most 
precise location of Natural (Small) Water Retention 
Measures (technical and non-technical) in a river 
basin 
 

• Developing methodology for assessment of the 
effectiveness of the system of the measures in the 
river basin 
 

• Guidelines for connection with implementation of the 
2nd RBMP and planning of the 3rd RBMP 
 

• Decision-Support System for N(S)WRM Planning  
 

• National consultations, trainings, 2 regional round 
tables with policy level on NWRM  

http://retencjawod.sggw.pl/
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DANUBE DROUGHT CONFERENCE;  
7-8 May 2019 in Vienna, Austria 

• Jointly IDMP CEE, DMCSEE, DriDanube partners  

• 93 participants from 49 organizations  

• Discussed the work of the partners in the last couple of 
years and charting the way forward for the region 

Outcomes 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gViOP-pbCr13U8inegVkSvzDbkIzspX9/view
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Others highlights 2018-2019 

• Consultations on the Principles on Investments and Financing for 
Water-related Disaster Risk Reduction; 9 October 2018 in 
Bucharest, Romania 
 

• Drought to become Significant Water Management Issues 
(SWMI) for the Danube River Basin 
 

• Support to UNCCD Drought Initiative in Serbia and Moldova 
 

• EUSDR PA5 (Environmental Risks) and GWP CEE signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding  
 

• Final video and leaflet of the DriDanube project 
  

 
 
 

Drought - Be prepared. Know 
the risks. Take action. 

https://www.danubeenvironmentalrisks.eu/
https://www.danubeenvironmentalrisks.eu/
https://www.danubeenvironmentalrisks.eu/
https://www.danubeenvironmentalrisks.eu/
https://www.danubeenvironmentalrisks.eu/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ASYMEKEeVN0&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ASYMEKEeVN0&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ASYMEKEeVN0&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ASYMEKEeVN0&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ASYMEKEeVN0&t=7s
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ONGOING WORK 

Review of the policy instruments and their potential to contribute to EU droughts 
and water scarcity policies 

• working together with EU Strategy for Danube Region (PA5 – Environmental risks) 

• Final analysis ready by October 2019 

• Discussions with EUSDR about the shape of the document and next steps  
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Media-Experts exchange: How to communicate drought? 

• to bridge the communication gap between water 
professionals and media 

• for journalists – to improve understanding of drought 

• for water professionals – to improve communication skills 

ONGOING WORK 

Training Workshop  to bring together water and media (PR) 
professionals to improve ways of communicating drought to 

the public  
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Plans 2020 - 2022 

Ø Further development, Expansion, Sustainability of DroughtWatch 
• Bulgaria, Moldova, Ukraine; North Macedonia, Greece; Armenia, Georgia; Baltic & 

Poland?)  
• Integration of national monitoring systems 
• to add Hydrological drought 
• to achieve harmonization of stages of drought (based on different national indices); 

connection with EU MeteoAlarm  
• link with potential UNCCD Drought initiative regional training on drought index and 

drought toolbox 
 
Ø Continues cooperation with: DMCSEE, ICPDR, EUSDR, Sava Comission, etc. 

Ø Continues support to countries in preparation of the drought management plans  

Ø Connection with activities planned under IDMP (regional programmes) Commission for 
Agrometeorology (CAgM) 
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Thank you  

for your attention 
 

www.gwp.org/GWP-CEE/IDMPCEE 

www.gwp.org/GWP-CEE 
 

sabina.bokal@gwpcee.org 
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